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To Be Small

There is a good chance no one from Jesse McLean’s 2004 Lake Orion High School graduating class remembers a self-proclaimed “closet nerd.” Nor would they probably describe her as such today, considering she’s only recently comfortable wearing glasses in public. She felt small.  And she certainly didn’t see what others recognized in her, and what Mitch Albom described her as--A girl whose mother was “going to have to lock her up when she’s older”.  

The famous Detroit Free Press columnist was signing his first national bestselling book near Jesse’s home.  For a pre-teen girl with a dream to become a sports reporter, attending such an event was sure to enhance her passion for sports as well as journalism.

Clad in her basketball practice outfit, a slightly awkward Jesse approached the front of the line to get her prized copy of Tuesdays With Morrie signed.  The reality of the situation, however, caught up to her and she lied to Albom when asked her age.  In Jesse’s mind, 12 years old was much more respectable than the mere 11 that she actually was.  Eleven was small, insignificant.

“Why’d you lie?” Albom inquired. Laughter surrounded Jesse, pounding her eardrums, as anger and humiliation poured from her. “I, I, I don’t know!  I’---m just really nervous.” 

She met Albom again nearly 10 years later while reporting for a television station at a Detroit Tigers game.  This time, much more confident in herself, Jesse’s attention was drawn not so much to the impression she was making, but to the fact that the author was considerably shorter than she had remembered, small in fact. All of that talent, all of those words, brought to life by a small man.  No longer “small” herself, Jesse absorbed the moment and prepared for her next big interview.
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