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Nearly every story from Alexis Bunka’s childhood is a snapshot taken from her mother’s classroom. It was in room 5109 that her mother painted her into a panda before trick-or-treating. It was in room 5109 that her mother applied her daughter’s make-up before a dance recital. It was in room 5109 that Alexis watched late night production meetings, instead of staying home with a babysitter.


It wasn’t until Alexis walked into room 5109 as a journalism student her freshman year of high school that she fell in love with journalism and teaching. A student in her mother’s classroom for four years, Alexis worked her way from photographer to editor in chief. Her senior year, she headed a yearbook staff that won a prestigious Gold Crown award from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association in 2006.

A year from this fall, Alexis will enter the world of teaching with one of the rarest teaching certifications in the state of Michigan--journalism. Pam Bunka shares this educational interest with her daughter, having taught journalism for over 30 years. The possibility of taking over for her mother brings both anxiety and excitement to Alexis. “Those are some big shoes and they’ll expect some big things,” she said with a nervous smile.

A year from this fall, students will enter Fenton High School on the first day of school and head to class. Some stumble through the halls, hunting for the algebra, English, or biology room. Others will rush straight to the door of the publications classroom, expecting to see the friendly face they have grown to love. Instead, they may find a new, but somehow familiar, face smiling in welcome. Nothing would please Pam Bunka more than to leave the “Bunka” nameplate up on the door for the next round of family snapshots.

