Emily Mullins

300 Word Story

JRN 409 Rau

7-30-09

Happiness is a Destination


Lisa Hansen laughs in the darkened computer lab as she tries to remember the argument that caused her to run away from home for a few hours when she was thirteen in Redford, Michigan. However, she recalls only how stubborn she and her father were, and still are. 

Although she and her father are more similar in personality, she’s closer to her more stoic and business-oriented mother. She even jokingly describes it as unhealthy, wondering if daily phone calls with her mother are okay.  

Lisa muses over her childhood and family with warm fondness. She affectionately describes her stereotypical Italian upbringing with deep love and gratitude. She laughs about her crazy aunts and uncles, and how her family is always trying to feed anyone and everyone. But she also comments on how lucky she was to grow up the way she did, surrounded by her big fat loving Italian family.

Italian stereotype though it may be, Lisa’s voice rises a slight decibel when she’s excited about something. She looks at ease as she talks about her family’s twenty-one trips to Vegas, her intense cliff-jumping experience in Mexico, or her video game nights with her best friend and husband, Marc.


She sees herself as artsy, emotional, dramatic, and argumentative. Each is an adjective that evokes her obvious passion--passion she has for life, her college sweetheart, her family, and her career as a teacher. Whoever said happiness was a destination clearly knew Lisa Hansen.








***

It’s not hard to picture: It’s a starry night in Dearborn, and a smiling couple stroll past the houses on Heidelberg street holding hands. She takes note of the vibrant colors and interesting construction, while he asks if she’s up for a round of Zelda when they get home. Of course she is, she’s up for anything.
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